
Attention Class!!  Please begin the 
following assignment:

•Begin reading “The CSI Effect” on the 3rd page of your 
packet.

•Mark the article using the following symbols as you 
read.  Be sure to include commentary: 

+… “I agree because…..”

-… “I disagree because….”

? … “I have a question about….”

…”This makes me think of….”

… awesome new idea of…



Question for discussion:

How have TV shows like CSI become a problem 
for the courts?



Forensic Science and Law
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Goal for today:

• To give an understanding of 
the Forensic science and Law 
class taught at Glenbard East 
High School

• To provide activities to use in 
a traditional social studies 
class



Forensic Science and Law

Where did 
this idea 
come from?

What is 
the 
purpose 
of the 
class?

What was our 
timeline for 
production 
and 
eventually 
curriculum?

What do we 
cover in the 
classroom?



Demographics

• 2600 students
• 5 communities
• Many at-risk students
• Comprehensive suburban high school
• 12% Hispanic, 6% Black, 12% Asian





Glenbard East’s 
graduation 

Requirements:

• 2 years of Social Studies

• 1 Year of Science

GOAL:  Get more kids to 
take more science and 
social studies



Forensic Science and Law
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What is 
the 
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class?

What was our 
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and 
eventually 
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What did we want to teach?

• Criminal & Constitional Law

• Forensic Science

• Research skills

• Critical Thinking Skills



Our target audience:

• Students weaker in 
science who might not 
take chemistry

• Students not 
necessarily AP bound
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Questions in the beginning...

• What information is important and relevant to teach?

• What student population are we targeting?

• How are we going to schedule these students?

• What skills do we want our students to take away from this?

• How much background info are they coming in with?

• How can we integrate this information-law and science?



A variety of 
schedules……

Option 1:  1 period, full year.

Option 2: 2 periods, 1 semester
Cons

•Grading 
nightmare

•Lack of 
time to 
complete 
labs and 
moot courts

Pros

•More time 
to schedule 
field trips & 
guest 
speakers

•More time 
between 
projects

•More time 
to know 
students

•Easier for 
students to 
fit into 
schedule

Cons

•Topics are 
more 
compacted 
•Fills a 
student’s 
schedule

Pros

•One grade for 
each class

•Blocked time 
for students to 
master and 
complete
•Guest speaker 
time



Topics covered this year…

• Introduction to law
• American Legal System
• Crime in America
• Juvenile Justice System
• Death penalty/clemency
• How the courts work
• Trial law/moot courts
• Punishment
• Current events

• Pathology
• How to process a scene
• Anthropology
• Hair 
• Blood typing
• Blood spatter
• DNA
• Fingerprinting
• Entomology



Forensic Science and Law

Where did 
this idea 
come from?

What is 
the 
purpose 
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class?
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production 
and 
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What do we 
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So what do we actually do that makes 
this different from any other Law class?



Objectives:

• Reinforce skills

• Make natural connections, not forced

• Introduce the real world applications

• Eliminate paper and pencil exams



Making connections…



Science

� Crime scene sketching

� How do we process 
evidence?

� What lab tests are 
performed on evidence?

� What does evidence 
prove?

Law

� What impact did Mapp 
v. Ohio have on evidence 
collection?



Law

•Gangs

•Guns

Science

•Blood spatter

•Ballistics



What happened?

Gunshot wound



And here?

Arterial Blood Spatter



Blood spatter analysis



The physics of blood…



Gangs

•Why do people join gangs?

•What is the role of gangs in 
America?

•Can a gang member & 
murdered be “redeemed”?

Blood Spatter

•What can it tell us?

•How is it interpreted?

•What tools are used?

Guns

•What are the arguments 
for and against gun 
control? Ballistics?



Governor Ryan puts a moratorium on the 
Death Penalty

DNA and the Innocence Project



Punishment

•What is the appropriate 
purpose of punishment?

•What is the history and 
controversy surrounding the 
death penalty?

DNA

•What can it tell us?

•How is it interpreted?

•What tools are used?

George Ryan’s 
Moratorium

•What was his actual 
purpose in doing it?

•What role did the victims’
families play in his 
decision?

•Should the executive 
branch have the power to 
overturn jury decisions?

The Innocence Project

•How has DNA played a role 
in exonerating others?

•What scientific standards 
need to be considered and 
adhered to in DNA 
collection?



Kathleen Zellner and Calvin Ollins
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• Create powerpoint with oral presentation

• Write book review

• Create annotated bibliography

• Analyze forensic evidence that was or could have been 
used in the trial

We chose to do an alternative assessment, rather than the 
standard “fill in the bubble” test.  Our students chose an 
infamous crime in history.  They researched the crime, the 
trial, any forensic evidence that was or could have been 
used, the history of the time period, and the investigation.  
This included:



Loeb & Leopold

The crime of the century



The key players…



Bobby Franks

• The victim

• 14 years old
• Child of Jack and 

Josephine Franks
• Youngest of  3



The Franks

• Jacob & Flora

• Parents of Bobby
• Jewish, not socially 

accepted
• Wealthy
• Also parents of Jack 

and Josephine



Richard “Dickie” Loeb

• 18 years old
• Son of retired Sears 

Roebuck V.P.
• Youngest grad of 

University of 
Michigan at 17.

• Wealthy, arrogant, 
handsome

• Obsessed with crime



The Loeb Home



Nathan Leopold

• 17 years old

• IQ of 230
• Son of wealthy 

shipping exec.
• Well respected family
• Well renowned 

ornithologist 



The Leopold Home



Robert E. Crowe

• State’s Attorney for 
Cook County

• Republican

• Known to be stubborn
• Wanted this case to 

advance him in the 
political arena



Clarence Darrow

• America’s best 
defense attorney

• Well read, well liked

• Very anti-death 
penalty



Setting the scene

• Wednesday, May 21, 1924
• Kenwood, a Jewish neighborhood of 

Chicago
• 14 year old Bobby Franks is kidnapped on 

his way home from Harvard school.



The scenario:



• Bobby gets into a car 
in broad daylight and 
is whisked away

•Later, around dinner 
time while Mr. Franks 
is out looking for 
Bobby, a ransom note 
arrives.  His mother 
reads it and faints.



The next day..

• Family receives the phone call, but soon 
after taking it, a cousin comes in to tell 
them that a body has been found in a local 
forest preserve.  They forget where to go.

• The body eventually turns out to be Bobby.
• The story doesn’t fit.
• Loeb offers to help.





The confessions

• After finding Leopold’s glasses, both boys 
are taken into custody.

• They have alibis, but the alibis weaken and 
the tell the truth.

• Both are arrested, plead “not guilty” and are 
tried together.



History of the time period…

• Chicago is a large immigration hub.
• Being an industrial city, there is much money to be made 

here.
• Chicago, like many large cities, starts to develop ethnic 

communities.
• The mafia, prohibition, gambling are all in full force.
• The wealthy are rather powerful in what is thought to be 

one of the most corrupt cities in the U.S.



Possible suspects

• Many of the teachers from Harvard school 
were questioned and some accused.

• One suspect had been the chauffeur but he 
had an alibi.

• Leopold was considered for a while 
(because of the glasses) but then he had an 
alibi also.



The Trial

• The boys were tried together on 
charges of murder and kidnapping

• Darrow walks in and pleads 
“guilty.” The audience is surprised, 
but he has a strategy.

• The Alienists were called in to 
testify about their mental well being.

• The trial took 8 days.

• Darrow’s closing argument took 12 
hours, and at the end the judge and 2 
jury members were in tears 



Sentencing

• The boys were sentenced to 99 years.
• The were sent to the Joliet Penitentiary.
• Their prison home was “countryclub-esque”
• Dickie Loeb is murdered in the shower.
• Nathan Leopold teaches other inmates to 

read, sets up library, volunteers, etc.  
Released 30 years later.



Forensic evidence

• Typewriter stolen from frat house
• Body found in culvert
• Blood in car
• Blood on hammer
• Leopold’s glasses



Statistical Data about killers:

• 72% of serial killers are white males.

• 75% have above average intelligence.

• Start out with smaller items and escalate.

• Many are crimes of passion.

• Psychiatrists note that these people have no remorse, but 
do have an understanding of what is right or wrong.



Annotated Bibliography
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opinions on the Death penalty.

Fass, Paula S.  “Making and Remaking an Even:  The 
Leopold and Loeb Case in American Culture”.  80 
J. American History 919 (1993)  Primary- Gave 
case facts.



Garet, Ronald R.  “Self Transformability”.  65 S. Cal. L. Rev. 
121 (Nov. 1991)  Secondary- This provided statistical 
data about different types of crimes and killers.

Higdon, Hal.  “Crime of the Century, the Loeb and Leopold 
Case.” New York:  Putnam’s Sons P.  (1975)  Primary--
Gave background and overall info about the case, 
sentencing, outcomes, etc.  Most pictures came from 
here.

Leopold, Nathan F. Jr.  Life Plus 99 Years.Doubleday, 1958.  
Primary-- First hand account of what happened and the 
effect on his life afterwards.



Final Exam
Mock crime scene

Mock trial 



•Process crime scene

•Complete all labs on 
evidence

•Analyze evidence 
collected for jury

•Forensic 
scientists

•Process crime scene
•Develop cross 
examination questions

•Strategize and process 
the case

• Legal team
•Eye witnesses

•Char. witness

Demonstrate 
science through…

Demonstrate Law 
through…

Role

Showing what they’ve 
learned…..



Guest speakers

State’s Attornies Mike Wolfe 
and Mary Cronin

Dr. James Bryant- Pathologist

FBI agents Matt Giegling 
and Mike Miller

Attorney Jill Dressner

Attorney Kathleen Zellner 
and exonerated Calvin Ollins

Detective Scott Klecka

Detective Marilyn Gabinski

Officer Dave Nix

Juvenile Defense attorney 
Marni Slavin



Dr. James Bryant
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Lorie Cristofaro

Social Studies

630.424.7127

Lorie_cristofaro@glenbard .org

Stacy Stockseth

Science

630.424.6465

stacy_stockseth@glenbard .org

Glenbard East H.S., 1014 S. Main, Lombard IL 60148


