
 
 

Capital Certificate in Public Law & Policy 
 

Pacific McGeorge School of Law, a Top 100 nationally ranked law school, and its Capital Center 
for Public Law & Policy, offer the Capital Certificate in Public Law & Policy, which supple-
ments the J.D. degree. Capital Certificate students complete a series of required and elective 
courses specially designed to equip new lawyers with the skills and knowledge base to succeed 
in the many types of government and public lawyering careers.  The Capital Certificate 
curriculum includes training in statutory interpretation and drafting, the working of admini-
strative agencies, public lawyering ethics and a required externship or clinic experience, ensuring 
that students graduate with real life experience and on-the-job contacts within the government 
and public lawyering community.  In a capstone seminar, students look in-depth at issues of 
government theory and practice, and write a paper of publishable quality.  Certificate students 
may also elect to research and review upcoming ballot initiatives as part of the Capital Center’s 
electronically published California Initiative Review; to research and write evaluations of 
recently enacted California legislation, which are published in the yearly “Greensheets” edition 
of the McGeorge Law Review and widely distributed to government decision makers; or to 
pursue hands-on externships in state legislative offices, administrative agencies, the courts, or 
nonprofit organizations that engage in government and public lawyering.   
 
The specialized certificate curriculum, taught by expert Pacific McGeorge faculty, 
comprehensively and effectively prepares new lawyers to meet the challenges and complexities 
of modern governance and legal regulation.  These lawyers are ready to work in government law 
offices, private law practice, or non-governmental organizations.   We strongly recommend to 
you Pacific McGeorge graduates who have been trained in the Capital Center’s curriculum and 
earned the Capital Certificate in Public Law & Policy. 
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